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Teaching Philosophy 
 
My duty as an educator is to instill technical abilities and foster creative expression within the hearts of 
students. I believe effective instruction revolves around three main factors; the methods of producing 
the specific medium, teaching about the materiality of the subject, and initiating dynamic conversation 
about historical and contemporary artists within the field through instruction and critique. With the 
proper understanding of all of these subjects, a student has the potential to thrive within the medium. In 
my classroom, I strive to integrate my enthusiasm for the arts, to fortify an energetic atmosphere of 
excitement and passion, allowing students of all backgrounds and skill levels to create their own voice 
within the medium. 
 
Basic instruction for an art classroom revolves around development of traditional skills through in-class 
demonstrations of technical and customary methods of the medium. Standard methods of practice are 
essential to the process of creating and developing a student’s understanding but my job as a facilitator 
is to teach not only traditional methods of a medium but also adopt alternative suggestions to further 
the artwork of my students. Instilling experimental in-class mini assignments, allows students to 
participate in creative practices, while at the same time, not adding the pressure of completing an 
entire project on a brand new method. Mixing important, instructional main projects with fun, less 
intimidating in class alternative processes allows students to gain a well-rounded experience.  
 
Within a classroom setting, materials will always set the tone for the course and the way it is 
conducted. Materials deserve to be a key attribute within art instruction. With a better understanding of 
what materials are comprised of and their uses, students are able to question traditional practices 
within the medium and inquire about the multiple possibilities for alternate practices. When students 
feel like they have an effective role in determining how they portray concepts with their art, they leave 
the classroom with valuable lessons they will never forget. This can only be fully accomplished with 
them gaining a clear understanding of the functions of the materials and how far they can be pushed.  
 
With relevant research and instruction about historical and contemporary artists and their practices, 
students are given the knowledge to create their own place in the medium. Students are often unaware 
of the possibilities, until they are shown artists that have come before them. Teaching about artists 
throughout the semester, allows for inspiration to continue to be nurtured. Allowing students to 
research an artist and give a presentation fosters individual and group learning progress.   
 
I believe having enthusiasm in all of my teaching methods decreases the overall mundane, typical 
classroom environment, allowing my students to succeed. While it is important to teach the history of 
methods and materials, and artists past and currently practicing in the field of art, the moment when a 
student understands what they are doing, why they are conceptually and technically doing it, and what 
steps they had to do to achieve it is so rewarding. It is the reason I have chosen to be an educator. It is 
so enjoyable when all instructional aspects evolve with the student’s active voice into one enthusiastic 
whole. 


